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September 1, 2022
To:
Barnstable Town Councilors
From:
Mark S. Ells, Town Manager

RE:
Town Manager update for period July 22 through September 1, 2022
1. Ann Quirk, Town Clerk will provide us with an Election update.
2. The Town will be celebrating “second summer” with a Community Fireworks display this Saturday, September 3rd at approximately 8:00 PM.  The show will be presented from a barge in Lewis Bay over Hyannis Harbor by Atlas Fireworks.  Veterans’ Beach and Kalmus Beach will both be open for viewing.  The Kalmus Snack Bar will be open and there will be ice cream trucks at Veterans’.  You can tune into FrankFM (93.5FM/94.7FM) and KoffeeFM (100.5FM) for the fireworks soundtrack during the display.  A parking ban will be in effect south of South Street (Ocean Street, Old Colony Boulevard, Gosnold Street and all streets running off of Gosnold Street) from 5:00 PM to midnight to allow for pedestrian access.  The Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority is extending hours of their Hyannis Trolley service until after the fireworks event.  The HyArts Artist Shanties will be open during the day at Bismore Park and the Harbor Overlook.  Live music in the afternoon at Bismore Park and family activities are scheduled for the Overlook from 5:00-7:00 PM.  Thank you to our staff from multiple departments, along with the Hyannis Fire Department, who have contributed to preparations for this event.
3. As previously reported on July 20, 2022, the federal district court granted the Town’s motion to dismiss the Clean Water Act lawsuit filed against the Town by the Conservation Law Foundation (CLF).  On August 17th, CLF filed a motion for reconsideration with the district court.  The Town’s response to that motion is due September 7th.  If the court denies CLF’s motion, CLF will have a new period of 30 days in which to appeal the Court’s decision granting the motion to dismiss.  We will keep you advised as this matter progresses.
4. We are proceeding with the budget action calendar for FY 2024.  The action items in the budget calendar include the meetings of the School Committee held as they develop the FY 2024 proposed operating budget.  As noted in the Budget Action Calendar a joint meeting of Town Council and School Committee is tentatively scheduled for October 20, 2022.  We are also preparing the budget instruction for FY 2024 with a planned distribution on September 19, 2022.  Our Finance Director has reported favorable budget results for the revenue and expenses in FY 2022.  We will include context behind these numbers as part of the 5 year projection for FY24-FY28 that will be issued in the fall prior to the joint meeting of the Council and School Committee.  For information on our fiscal year budgets please view the Town’s Open Budget website at http://budget.townofbarnstable.us.
5. I attended the Barnstable Public Schools convocation on Monday, August 29, 2022 and Barnstable Public Schools began on Wednesday, August 31, 2022.  Superintendent of Barnstable Public Schools Sara Ahern provided a welcoming introduction of herself and management team.  Superintendent Ahern and I meet weekly and I anticipate frequent participation by Superintendent Ahern during Town Manager communications.
6. On July 26, 2022, I provided the Board of Health an update regarding the proposed regulatory changes under consideration by the Department of Environmental Protection to Title 5. As previously reported on June 1, 2022, the Town of Barnstable was informed of regulatory revisions the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) is developing to ensure that timely actions are taken to restore and protect coastal estuaries that have been impacted by excessive nitrogen pollution. The two regulatory approaches they developed and plan to publish for public comment shortly provide communities with choices on how to address the growing pollution problems affecting our waters. The two proposed changes involve (1) revising Title 5 regulations to establish “Nitrogen Sensitive Areas” (NSAs) for watersheds draining into an estuary where there is an EPA-approved “Total Maximum Daily Load,” which finds that the estuary is impaired by nitrogen and (2) a regulatory revision to formally establish the “watershed permit.” These permits are 20-year permits that are based on long-term wastewater plans that will achieve water quality goals and provide communities the opportunity to utilize a range of approaches, including centralized sewer treatment and innovative approaches.  We met with MassDEP on July 6, 2022 to further discuss these proposed changes and we have drafted a letter summarizing our comments on the proposed changes for MassDEP’s consideration as they finalize their draft regulations.  We submitted written comments on the presentation and anticipate participation in draft review of proposed regulations as soon as such draft regulations are issued.  I have suggested that MassDEP present said draft changes to a joint meeting of the Town Council and Barnstable Board of Health as these changes are significant and merit such a presentation.  We will keep you advised as these important regulatory revisions progress.
7. The Harbormaster Division within Marine and Environmental Affairs will be holding a lottery drawing for three of its currently closed mooring waitlists. The lottery will open September 15th at 1 PM and close October 1st at Midnight. The winners will be drawn at random on October 5th at 1 PM. The following locations have been selected for this lottery along with the number of names that will be drawn:  Cotuit Town Dock/Ropes, Cotuit Oyster Company/Cordwood, and Prince Cove.  For more information please log onto the Town of Barnstable website or call 508-790-6279
8. The Housing Production Plan update effort recently concluded a series of ten (10) Focus Groups that were all well-attended.  The consultant team is currently working with staff to schedule additional interviews and to complete the housing needs assessment for the Town.  The findings of these early public outreach and data collection efforts will be presented at a Community Forum on September 21st at 6:00 PM at the Barnstable Adult Community Center.  This forum will be an in-person meeting; a Zoom webinar format will be accessible for remote participation and engagement by the public, as well. 
9. Elizabeth Jenkins, Director of Planning & Development, shall provide an update on the Barnstable Local Comprehensive Plan.
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